RESERVES POLICY

Purpose
Bletchley and Fenny Stratford Town Council (the Council) plans to maintain adequate financial
reserves to meet the needs of the organisation and to support investment in future projects which
are beneficial to the parish.
The Council manages risk by assessing the potential impacts of future events, based on the
likelihood that they may occur and the severity of any impact. Mitigating actions are then identified
to reduce the exposure and appropriate plans are put in place as described in the Town Council’s
Financial Risk Assessment. The maintenance of satisfactory levels of reserves forms part of the
risk management programme.
The purpose of this document is solely to set out the Council’s approach to determining and
reviewing the level of its financial reserves. It should be read in conjunction with the Council’s
Financial Risk Assessment the adopted Financial Regulations. Readers should also be mindful of
the statutory framework and good practice guidance which governs all smaller authority financial
governance eg the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, Joint Panel on Accountability and
Governance (JPAG) Practitioner’s Guide March 2020
Financial Responsibility
Sections 32 and 43 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 require local authorities to have
regard to the level of reserves needed for meeting estimated future expenditure when calculating
the budget requirement. Higher reserves will provide the Council with greater strategic flexibility in
future years however it is unreasonable to accumulate reserves which are higher than necessary
to meet the needs of the organisation. .
Under the Council’s Standing Orders and current scheme of delegations the full council is directly
responsible for the overall management and control of the Town Council’s finances without the
support of a finance committee.
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It is the responsibility of all councillors is to fully participate in the regular review of the level of the
council’s balances and reserves and, taking into account advice from the Responsible Financial
Office, make the following decisions:





To accumulate any reserves including a general reserve
To review all earmarked reserves on an annual basis and to reallocate any earmarked
reserves which will not be used for the original purpose for which they were established.
To consider the appropriate use of reserves when determining the budget and setting the
precept on an annual basis in accordance with relevant guidance
To approve all expenditure from reserves

Types of Reserves
The Council maintains two types of reserves, categorised as general (ie held to cushion the impact
of uneven cash flows or unexpected events) or earmarked (ie held for a specific purpose or
“specified”).
i

General Reserve

This represents the non-ring fenced (earmarked) balance of Council funds. The main purposes of
the General Reserves are




to operate as a working balance to help manage the impact of uneven cash flows
to provide a contingency to cushion the impact of emergencies
to provide a contingency to allow the council to deal with unforeseen events or issues which
emerge during the year which are not emergencies

The unplanned use of general reserves during the financial year requires approval from full council
in accordance with the Council’s financial regulations.
Statutory guidance does not include a prescribed level of minimum or maximum general reserves.
However, non statutory guidance in the Practitioners Guide 2020 states that “The generally
accepted recommendation with regard to the appropriate minimum level of a Smaller Authority’s
General Reserve is that this should be maintained at between three (3) and twelve (12) months
Net Revenue Expenditure (NRE). NRE (subject to any planned surplus or deficit) is effectively
Precept less any Loan Repayment and/or amounts included in Precept for Capital Projects and
transfers to Earmarked Reserves. The reason for the wide range (3 to 12 months) is to cater for
the large variation in sizes of individual authorities. The smaller the authority the closer the figure
should be to 12 months NRE, the larger the authority the nearer to 3 months. In practice, any
authority with an NRE in excess of £200,000 should plan on 3 months equivalent General
Reserve.
Therefore the general reserve maintained by Bletchley and Fenny Stratford council will not exceed
50% of NRE and will not fall below 25% of NRE This level of general reserve will be reviewed
annually and will be considered alongside the Town Council’s insurance and other risk
management arrangements.
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ii

Earmarked Reserves

These represent a means of accumulating funds, for use in later financial years, to meet known or
planned policy initiatives. Earmarked reserves will increase through decisions of the Council and
will decrease as they are spent on their specific intended purposes.
The purposes of the Earmarked Reserves are




to set aside amounts for specific projects that extend beyond one year or in preparation for
a likely anticipated event
to prevent an unanticipated impact on precept
to minimise risk from potential emergency spending on capital assets

Once an individual earmarked reserve has been established by the Town Council it is the
responsibility of the Council to ensure these funds are spent in line with their purpose. The
purpose of each Earmarked Reserve should be reviewed annually to ensure that it is relevant and
the funds held are appropriate.
Further significant issues which could impact adversely on future precepts include:






Capping of Town Council precept by central government
Milton Keynes Council reducing/stopping grant support derived from the central government
support grant
Transfer of services from Milton Keynes Council (either by devolution or through reduction
in service provision from the which BFSTC then decides to supplement)
Changes to local and community need
Unanticipated events eg impact of pandemic

As indicated above earmarked reserves will be established on a “needs” basis, in line with planned or
anticipated requirements and any decision to set up an earmarked reserve must be made by full
council.
All earmarked reserves are recorded on a central schedule held by the Responsible Financial Officer
which lists the various earmarked reserves and the purpose for which they are held.
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