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Annex 1

The factual details are being assessed as the basis for a proposed addition to The National
Heritage List for England.

Eactual Details
Name: Bletchley Central War Memorial
Location

¢70m east of Knowles Junior School main entrance, Queensway,Fenny Stratford, Bletchley,
Milton Keynes, MK2 2HB

'County District District Type Parish
Milton Keynes Unitary Authority Bletchley and Fenny
Stratford
History

The aftermath of the First World War saw the biggest single wave of public commemoration
ever with tens of thousands of memorials erected across England. This was the result of both
the huge impact on communities of the loss of three quarters of a million British lives, and also
the official policy of not repatriating the dead which meant that the memorials provided the
main focus of the grief felt at this great loss. One such memorial was raised at Fenny
Stratford as a permanent testament to the sacrifice made by 69 members of the local
community who lost their lives in the First World War.

Bletchley Urban District Council agreed that each of the three Parishes within its
administrative area (Central Bletchley, Old Bletchley, and Water Eaton and Simpson) should
construct its own memorial. The Chairman of Bletchley Urban District Council, ST Jones,
called a meeting on 13 February 1919 to discuss both a suitable memorial and the peace
celebrations. A number of suggestions were made for the former including a stone memorial,
an institute and a library: a sub-committee was formed to take the matter forward.

The sub-committee duly considered the matter on 6 March and it was agreed to consult the
Urban District Council’s surveyor, Major John Chadwick. A site was suggested on the
Bletchley Road between the Council offices (at the junction of Queensway and Victoria Road)
and Messrs Randall’s foundry (in Cambridge Street).

At a meeting held on 11 March there was a long discussion about a scheme for a hall with
public baths, which Chadwick estimated at £5,500. This figure was twice the pre-War cost and
Chadwick’s figures were questioned, with some of the members thinking that the sum might
fall to £3,500. The meeting was adjourned as those present felt unable to make a decision.

The matter fay in abeyance until a meeting of the War and Peace Celebrations Joint
Committee on 29 August, when someone present called for a cenotaph on the lines of the one
erected in London. A vote was taken. Four people voted for the public baths and the balance
(unspecified) voted for a monument.

Sir Herbert Leon, a noted local politician and public benefactor, called a Town Meeting on 5
September to consider or reject a proposal for a memorial consisting of either a cenotaph or
an obelisk. Major Chadwick was subsequently asked to prepare a design and he gave his
services voluntarily.

A meeting of the Committee on 3 February 1920 considered Chadwick’s design and, while
granite was preferred, at c£200 Portland stone would be some £140 cheaper. It was agreed to
transfer £123 from the Peace Celebrations funds. The War Memorial Committee for Old
Bletchley asked for the return of £19 that it had provided for the Peace Celebrations, raised
from door-to-door collections. The committee decided to refuse this application, because no
detailed records had been kept concerning the-precise source of the money. There was a
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The above map is for quick reference purposes only and may not be to scale. For a copy of

the full scale map, please see the attached PDF — 1458127_1.pdf.
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